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Hence anarchy reigned in the Greek cities, and the strife of
parties was even fiercer than in earlier times. As Rome kept
no standing fleet in Greek waters, the pirates who were
masters of the sea made it almost impossible to import food-
stuffs regularly into Greece from the Black Sea, Egypt, and
Asia Minor ; and the war of classes in the Greek cities was
made fiercer by repeated periods of dearth. The Hellenistic
monarchies were constantly at war with one another—
Pergamum with Galatia, Bithynia, and Pontus, Syria with
Egypt; and these wars were complicated by the frequent
interference of Rome, exercised by means of embassies, which
were open to bribery and contributed nothing to the triumph
of right and justice in the Hellenistic world. Macedonia
suffered constant inroads from the north and was too weak
to repel Thracians, Celts, and Illyrians.
The conditions of life thus created were intolerable; and
discontent, irresistible and universal throughout Greece and
the East, brought on the final act of the drama. In 149 B. c.
a certain Andriscus, who professed to be the son of Perseus,
raised the standard of revolt in Macedonia: the unity of the
country and the restoration of the dynasty were the war-
cries of the rebels. The revolt was quickly suppressed. At
the same time the Achaean League, especially the democratic
section of it, rose against Rome, demanding that she should c
not interfere in their internal affairs and local differences
with Sparta and other neighbours. The Romans declared
their protests to be a revolt and suppressed it with extreme
severity. The consul Lucius Mummius finally defeated the*
Achaeans in a battle fought at Leucopetra on the Isthmus in \
146 b.c. After these blows inflicted on the Greeks and
Macedonians for their final attempt to regain their liberty,
Rome had no resource except to convert Macedonia into
a province, with a military governor and a standing army,
whose business it was to keep order in Macedonia and Greece,
and defend them from attack on the north and west. A shadow
of independence was left to Greece ; but she paid heavily for
her love of freedom. The Achaean League was suppressed;
and the rich commercial city of Corinth, one of its chief
strongholds, was destroyed by Mummius, and its territory
declared to be the property of the Roman people. The whole
of Greece was placed under the supervision of the governor
of Macedonia, but the country was not converted into a

